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Si tua ted  amid the  f l a t  farmlands of Surry County a mi le  from the  James 
River,  Rich Neck possesses a  d i s t ingu i shed  assemblage of bu i ld ings  wi th  
many s t r i k i n g  and unusual f e a t u r e s .  Approached along a long,  s t r a i g h t  
d r ive ,  t he  house i s  shaded by s e v e r a l  l a r g e  t r e e s .  Two l a r g e  g r a n a r i e s  
f l ank  the  d r i v e  and behind t h e  house a r e  s e v e r a l  minor ou tbu i ld ings .  A 
s l i g h t  wooded s l o p e  f a l l s  away behind the  hc e. 

The Rich Neck p l a n t a t i o n  house i s  a story-and-a-half,  gambrel-roofed b r i c k  
bui ld ing  l a i d  i n  three-course American bond. It i s  s e t  o n ' a  high basement 
which has no water  t a b l e  but  i s  lit by double g r i l l s  w i th  h o r i z o n t a l  wooden 
mull ions,  spanned by jack arches. There a r e  f i v e  bays o f  openings a c r o s s  
the  f r o n t  of t h e  house, but  only  t h r e e  across t h e  r ea r .  A l l  of t h e  f i r s t -  
f l o o r  windows have nine-over-nine sash  and stuccoed jack arches;  t h e  shed 
dormers i n  the  s t e e p  lower s lopes  of the  gambrel have s ix-over-s ix  sash. 
Two e x t e r i o r  end chimneys wi th  co rbe l l ed  caps and stepped weatherings s t and  
a t  each end, and between each p a i r ,  a  pent p ro jec t s .  That on the  e a s t  end 
has been converted i n t o  a  bathroom; i n  the  west pent  a r e  an e x t e r i o r  en- 
t rance  and a bu t t e ry .  A houndstooth b r i c k  cornice  i s  used a t  t h e  eaves of 
the  main block and of the  pents ,  and t h e  gables of the  house a r e  parapeted.  
The lower s lope  o f  the  roof i s  covered with round-butted wood s h i n g l e s ,  and 
the  upper s lopes  a r e  roofed with standing-seam shee t  me ta l .  

The e a s t  p a r l o r ,  l i k e  the  r e s t  of the  f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms and t h e  passage, 
has a  molded c h a i r  r a i l  and wainscoting throughout. The mantel is embel l i s  0 

ed with f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  framing t h e  f i r e p l a c e  opening, a  t a l l  f r i e z e  wi th  
a  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  f lanked by molded panels ,  and a deep, h e a v i l y  molded 
The a r c h i t r a v e  surround i s  d iagonal ly  reeded, and the  f i r e b o x  has been 
f i l l e d  i n  t o  accommodate a  s tovepipe.  

Rich Neck has a  double-pi le  plan wi th  a  c e n t r a l  passage. The passage i s  
divided l a t e r a l l y  by a doorway behind which i t  broadens t o  accomodate  a  
two-run, open-well s t a i r .  This i s  very  simple, having an  open s t r i n g ,  two 
rec tangu la r  b a l u s t e r s  t o  a  t r e a d ,  an  o v a l  b a n i s t e r ,  and a square  beaded 
newel which runs the  f u l l  he ight  of the  f i r s t  f loo r .  

There i s  a s i m i l a r  but  l e s s  e l abora te  mantel i n  the  west pa r lo r .  The cen- 
t r a l  t a b l e t  i s  omit ted,  and the  f r i e z e  i s  decorated wi th  a  s i n g l e  hor i zon ta  
molded panel.  The f l u t i n g  on t h e  p i l a s t e r s  is more d e l i c a t e ,  and t h e  reed- 
ing i s  absent  from the  surround. From t h i s  p a r l o r ,  one e n t e r s  t h e  b u t t e r y  
i n  t h e  pent ,  which r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  shelving.  
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The r e a r  rooms have p l a i n e r  mantels s i m i l a r  t o  those i n  t h e  f r o n t .  A l l  of 
t he  mantels on the  second f l o o r  a r e  a l i k e .  They have a r c h i t r a v e  surrounds 
under a  s i n g l e  h o r i z o n t a l  recessed  panel and an unmolded s h e l f .  

The p lan  of the  second f l o o r  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  the  f i r s t .  However, t h e  s i n g l e -  
run closed s t a i r  t o  the  a t t i c  r i s e s  from the  f r o n t  p a r t  of t h e  passage. 

The basement i s  entered  from the  c e n t e r  bay of the  r e a r  and c o n s i s t s  of 
four  rooms and an ent rance  v e s t i b u l e .  A l l  of t h e  doorways have handsome 
b a t t e n  doors with l a r g e  wrcught HL hinges and wooden box locks ,  some of 

- - - . --- - -- (see  con t inua t ion  s h e e t  V2) 
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Rich Neck, wi th  i t s  handsome farmstead s e t  i n  t h e  mids t  of a  broad,  o'pen 
f i e l d ,  p resen t s  a  v i v i d  impression of l i f e  on a prosperous b u t  unpreten-  
t i o u s  p l a n t a t i o n  i n  early-nineteenth-century Southside V i r g i n i a .  Long 
connected wi th  the  Ruff ins ,  one of the  prominent f a m i l i e s  of Souths ide  
Vi rg in ia ,  Rich Neck possesses a  c o l l e c t i o n  of b u i l d i n g s  which a r e  among 
the  b e s t  preserved and most noteworthy of t h e i r  type i n  the  region .  

A 550-acre t r a c t ,  which included the  present  Rich Neck, was g ran ted  t o  
William Nusum i n  1636. Of t h i s  g r a n t ,  275 ac res  came i n t o  t h e  possess ion  
o f  Robert Ruffin sometime before  1675. Rich Neck was owned by t h e  Ruffins 
u n t i l  1865. 

The Ruffin family f igu red  i n  V i r g i n i a ' s  s o c i a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r y  
throughout t h e  c o l o n i a l  and e a r l y  n a t i o n a l  periods.  I t s  most n o t a b l e  mem- 
be r  was Edmund Ruffin,  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  pioneer and Southern n a t i o n a l i s t  
during the  War between the  S t a t e s  and a descendant o f  s e v e r a l  e a r l y  r e s i -  
dents  of the  Rich Neck p lan ta t ion .  I n  add i t ion ,  t h e  Ruff ins  were connecte 
t o  such o t h e r  prominent f a m i l i e s  as  t h e  Harrisons,  t he  Skipwiths,  and t h e  
Cockes . 
It was probably during the  tenure  of William E. B. Ruf f in ,  who was a  minor 
when he i n h e r i t e d  Rich Neck i n  1802, t h a t  the  p resen t  house was b u i l t .  

I 
With i t s  parapeted gables ,  i t s  shed dormers, i t s  houndstooth c o r n i c e  and 
i t s  v e r t i c a l  emphasis, f e a t u r e s  comonly  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  seventeenth-centur  
American bu i ld ings ,  the  Rich Neck house i s  a good example of t h e  r eve r s ion  
t o  these  pre-Georgian forms i n  the  e a r l y  n ine teen th  century .  Its decora- 
t i o n ,  though p l a i n ,  i s  almost e n t i r e l y  i n t a c t ,  a s  a r e  i t s  minor d e t a i l s ,  
such a s  i t s  sash ,  hardware, and doors. 

The g r a n a r i e s  a t  Rich Neck a r e  of a s  ant iquated  a form a s  t h e  house. They 
use  a  " t i l t e d  f a l s e  p la t e"  framing system i n  which t h e  r a f t e r s  a r e  notched 
over a  square " f a l s e  p la t e"  which i s  s e t  d iagonal ly  on t h e  ends of the  t i e  
beams. These a r e  i n  t u r n  half- lapped and c a n t i l e v e r e d  ou t  over  the  wa l l  
p l a t e .  This form of cons t ruc t ion  ceased t o  be used i n  V i r g i n i a  houses i n  
the  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of the  e ighteenth  century.  While t h e  d a t e  of these  
g rana r i e s  i s  unce r t a in  ( they may predate  the .house ,but  it is poss ib le ,  on 
the  evidence of the  n a i l s  and the  mor tar  j o i n t s  i n  t h e  underpinning,  t h a t  
they a r e  contemporary wi th  i t ) ,  i t  i s  evident  t h a t  they  a r e  a t  any r a t e  
very  l a t e  examples of the  use  of t h i s  f ea tu re .  They appear t o  be  a n t i -  
quated a s  we l l  i n  t h e i r  ten- foot  bays, a  f e a t u r e  found i n  man excavated 

(see con t inua t ion  s h e e t  d) 
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

which have been removed. There i s  a f i r e p l a c e  i n  the  sou theas t  room and 
r e l i e v i n g  arches  a r e  a t  t h e  chimney bases i n  the  o t h e r  t h r e e  rooms. The 
cen te r ing  used t o  cons t ruc t  these  arches  i s  s t i l l  i n  place.  

The house i s  remarkable f o r  the  number of o r i g i n a l  accessory  f e a t u r e s  which 
survive .  Much o r i g i n a l  sash ,  most of t h e  doors, hinges (many wi th  t h e i r  
l e a t h e r  washers),  l ocks ,  and o t h e r  hardware remain. 

The outbui ld ings  a t  Rich Neck add t o  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n ' s  importance. This i s  
e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  of the  two granar ies .  These bu i ld ings  a r e  both approximate1 
20 by 40 f e e t ,  s e t  on b r i c k  p ie r s .  They r e t a i n  much of t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  beade 
weatherboarding. They take  the  form of three-bay, side-opening Eng l i sh  barn 
but  a r e  i n  r e a l i t y  divided i n t o  two equal ,  non-communicating compartments, 
approximately 20 by 20 by 1 0  f e e t .  Both use  an an t iqua ted  " t i l t e d  f a l s e  
p la te"  form of cons t ruc t ion ,  with the  r a f t e r s  r e s t i n g  on a square  timber s e t  
diagonally and supported by t h e  ends of the  t i e  beams which a r e  c a n t i l e v e r e d  
over the  p l a t e .  There i s  a pole  lean- to  a t tached t o  t h e  sou th  end o f  the  
e a s t  granary, and t h e  west granary has been enlarged by t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a 
f u l l - l e n g t h  pole  lean- to  e l l  ac ross  the  r ea r .  

Behind the  house a r e  a nineteenth-century smokehouse, an e a r l y -  and mid-nine 
teenth-century o f f i c e ,  an outhouse, a wel l  house, and a chicken house, a l l  
b u i l t  i n  the  twen t i e th  century.  A l l  of t hese  a r e  frame bu i ld ings .  

Dm 

BOiJXDARY JUSTIFICATION The boundaries have been drawn t o  inc lude  the  -- 
dwelling house, s i g n i f i c a n t  outbui ld ings  and the approach from t h e  county 
road. 
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1 8. SIGNIFICANCE .,. _ I 
seventeenth-century s i t e s  i n  Tidewater Vi rg in ia ,  but no t  so  r e g u l a r l y  i n  
l a t e r  bui ld ings .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e i r  use of the  side-opening "English barn" 
model i s  unusual i n  a region  i n  which end-opening bu i ld ings ,  o f t e n  wi th  s i d e  
l ean - tos ,  a r e  the  r u l e  f o r  g rana r i e s ,  c r i b s ,  and o t h e r  l a r g e  ou tbu i ld ings .  

W i l l i a m  E. B. Ruffin was t h e  l a s t  of h i s  family t o  r e s i d e  a t  Rich Neck. Aftf 
h i s  death i n  1860, i t  was necessary t o  s e l l  t he  p l a n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  Jacob 
Faulcon e s t a t e  t o  s a t i s f y  a debt.  It was purchased a t  auc t ion  by W i l l i a m  A. 

, Warren i n  1881 and descended t o  Walker P. Warren as  one o f  a group o f  f i v e  
important Surry County farms which included Bacon's Cas t le .  M r .  and Mrs. 
Frank W. Jones purchased Rich Neck i n  1973. 






